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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 500 5
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AN ACT

Providing for report on global warm ng inpacts and econom c

opportunities, for greenhouse gases inventory, for greenhouse

gases plan of action and for duties of the Departnent of
Envi ronnental Protection.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the G eenhouse
Gas Reduction Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Baseline.” A level of greenhouse gas eni ssions agai nst

whi ch future eni ssions are neasured.
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"Carbon sequestration.”™ The |ong-term storage of carbon or
carbon dioxide in forests, soils, oceans or underground in
depl eted oil and gas reservoirs, coal seans and saline aquifers.

"Cobenefits.” The benefits of policies that are inplenented
for various reasons at the sane tine.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Environmental Protection of
t he Conmonweal t h.

"d obal warmng." The increase in the earth's tenperature
due, in part, to em ssions of greenhouse gases associated wth
human activities, including, but not limted to, the burning of
fossil fuels, biomass burning, cenment manufacture, cow and sheep
rearing, deforestation and other |and-use changes.

" Greenhouse gases" or "GHGs. Gases in the earth's

at nosphere that absorb and reemt infrared radiation, including

carbon di oxi de, nitrous oxi de, methane, hydrofl uorocarbons,

per fl uorocarbons and chl orof | uor ocar bons.

Section 3. Report on global warm ng inpact and econom c
opportunities.

(a) Report required.--The departnent shall prepare and
publish a report on the inpact of global warming in this
Commonweal th. The report shall identify the follow ng:

(1) predicted changes in tenperature and precipitation
patterns and anounts as a result of gl obal warm ng;

(2) the inpact of global warmng on forests, wldlife,
fisheries, recreation, human health and agriculture and any
significant uncertainties about the inpact of global warm ng;
and

(3) economc opportunities for this Cormmonweal th created

by the need for gl obal warm ng-rel ated technol ogi es, services

and strategies, carbon sequestration technol ogies, capture
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and utilization of fugitive greenhouse gas em ssions from any

source and other mtigation strategies.

(b) Cooperation.--1n preparing the report, the departnent
may consult with Federal and other state agencies, academc
institutions and interested stakehol ders.

(c) Deadline.--This report shall be conpleted, published and
distributed to the General Assenbly and nade available to the
public both in printed formand on the Internet within six
nonths of the effective date of this act and shall be revised
every three years thereafter
Section 4. G eenhouse gases inventory.

(a) Inventory required.--1n consultation with interested
st akehol ders, the departnment shall annually create an inventory
of GHGs emtted in this Comonweal th by all sources. This
inventory shall establish GHG em ssion trends and the relative
contribution of major sectors, including, but not limted to,
the transportation, electricity generation, industrial,
commercial, mning, agricultural and donestic sectors.

(b) Baseline.--The departnment shall establish a baseline of
GHG enmissions that it shall use to project future GHG em ssions
in this Commonweal th in the absence of governnent intervention.

(c) Coordination with plan of action.--The inventory and
baseline shall be presented to the Governor and interested
st akehol ders every three years as part of the GHG plan of action
requi red under section 6 (relating to greenhouse gases plan of
action).

Section 5. Creation of stakehol der process.

(a) Appointnment.--Wthin 30 days of the effective date of

this act, the Governor shall appoint interested stakehol ders who

shal | advi se the departnent about inplenentation of the
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provi sions of this act. The stakehol ders shall include
scientific and other experts on global warm ng issues, business
and industry representatives, representatives from

envi ronnental , social, sportsnmen and | abor organizations and
other interested parties.

(b) Meetings.--Wthin 60 days of the effective date of this
act, the departnment shall call the first neeting of the
st akehol ders and shall establish a schedule for regular neetings
wi t h st akehol ders about inplenmentation of the provisions of this
act .

Section 6. G eenhouse gases plan of action.

(a) Plan of action required.--Wthin one year fromthe
effective date of this act and every three years thereafter, the
department shall, in consultation with interested stakehol ders,
submt to the Governor for approval a GHG plan of action that:

(1) Identifies GHG em ssion trends and baselines in this

Conmonweal t h.

(2) Determnes cost-effective strategies for reducing

GHG em ssions fromvarious sectors in this Commonweal t h.

(3) Establishes specific reduction targets for overal

GHG emi ssions in this Commonweal t h.

(4) Identifies costs, benefits and cobenefits of GHG
reduction strategi es recomended by the GHG pl an of acti on.

(5) Identifies areas of agreenent and di sagreenent anong
st akehol ders about the GHG pl an of acti on.

(6) Reconmends to the Ceneral Assenbly |egislative
changes necessary to inplenment the GHG plan of action.

(b) Approval of CGovernor.--Wthin 90 days fromreceipt of
the GHG pl an of action, the Governor shall approve or amend the

GHG pl an of action.
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(c) Publication.--The approved GHG pl an of action shall be
publ i shed and distributed to the General Assenbly and made

avai lable to the public in printed formand on the Internet

1
2
3
4 wthin 30 days of the approval or amendnment of the plan.
5 Section 7. Effective date.

6

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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