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AN ACT

Est abl i shing the Pennsyl vania Energy and Pol | uti on Reduction

Program establishing the Ofice of Energy and Pol |l ution
Reduction within the Departnment of Environnental Protection;

provi di ng an Environnental Conpliance Report Card; AND <—
establishing the Rachel Carson Environnental Excellence
Awnar d. and—makinrg—an—appropriation— <—

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Pennsyl vani a

Energy and Pol | uti on Reduction Act.

Section 2. Declaration of policy.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) dean, advanced indi genous energy resources and the
progranms and policies which encourage them enhance
Pennsyl vani a' s energy i ndependence, create jobs and econom c

devel opnent opportunities and can inprove Pennsylvania's
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envi ronment .

(2) It is the goal of the Conmonwealth to achi eve zero
di scharge of pollutants into our air, water and |and through
pol l uti on reduction and preventi on.

(3) Traditional end-of-pipe pollution control techniques
fail to provide permanent pollution reductions and often
result in the transfer of pollutants from one environnental
medi um t o anot her. Reducing pollution and waste at its source
is the only way to achieve conti nued and sust ai nabl e
i nprovenents in the environnent.

(4) Pollution reduction and energy efficiency prograns
not only inprove and restore the environnent, but the cost
savings that many tinmes result fromthese practices and new
t echnol ogi es hel p make busi nesses nore conpetitive, save jobs
and create new econom c opportunity in this Commonweal t h.

(5) Education progranms are the key to letting
i ndi vi dual s and busi nesses know the best practices avail able
that will reduce and prevent pollution and conserve energy
and our natural resources.

(6) Hel ping individuals, businesses and farners conply
with Federal and State environnental statutes and regul ations
hel ps to reduce and elimnate pollution that may otherw se
occur if violations are |left uncorrected.

(7) Reporting on the nunber and kinds of environnental
violations that occur will help in the design of education or
ot her prograns needed to prevent future violations and result
in better managed environnental prograns.

(8) Providing public recognition of individuals,
busi nesses, farmers and others for going beyond the m nimum

envi ronnent al standards provi des exanpl es of success that
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will inspire others to reduce and prevent pollution.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Business."” A business entity which has 100 or fewer
enpl oyees.
"Departnment.” The Departnent of Environmental Protection of

t he Commonweal t h.

"Office." The Ofice of Energy and Pol |l uti on Reduction in
t he Departnent of Environnmental Protection.

Section 4. Ofice of Energy and Pol |l ution Reduction.

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established in the
departnment an O fice of Energy and Pol |l ution Reduction headed by
a deputy secretary which shall be responsible for devel opi ng and
coordinating the inplenmentation of programs to reduce and
prevent pollution, pronpote energy efficiency and facilitate the
devel opnent and use of green sources of energy.

(b) Duties.--The duties of the office shall include the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Devel oping and pronoting nmet hods and technol ogi es
for reducing pollution affecting the air, |land and water at
its source.

(2) Devel oping educational materials in a variety of
medi a and i nplenmenting training prograns and wor kshops, both
in person and online, for businesses and the public on
t echni ques and net hods for reducing and preventing pollution
and pronoting energy efficiency.

(3) Providing technical assistance to businesses and the

public on how to conply with environnental statutes and
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regul ati ons.

(4) Pronoting the beneficial use, reuse and reclamation
of wastes by business and i ndustry.

(5) Developing and pronoting the best practices in the
reducti on and prevention of pollution and in energy
ef ficiency to achi eve sustai nabl e busi nesses and conmuni ti es.

(6) Pronoting the adopting of conprehensive
envi ronnent al managenent systens by busi nesses, |ocal
governments and ot her organi zati ons.

(7) Establishing an audit programto assi st businesses
and | ocal governnents in devel oping strategies for reducing
pol lution, energy use and waste at its source.

(8) Serving as the coordinating office for State energy
prograns related to the United States Departnent of Energy
and pronoting the expansi on of green and renewabl e sources of
energy, reducing overall energy use and pronoting the
devel opnent of donestic energy sources.

(9) Administering the Alternative Fuels Incentive G ant
Program provided for by 75 Pa.C.S. Ch. 72 (relating to
alternative fuels).

(c) Technical assistance program --

(1) The progranms established by the act of January 8,
1960 (P.L.2119, No.787), known as the Air Pollution Control
Act, and the Clean Air Act (69 Stat. 322, 42 U S.C. § 7401 et
seq.) shall be expanded to include conpliance with al
Pennsyl vani a environnental | aws.

(2) The departnent shall maintain a catal og of private
pol l uti on reduction and prevention and energy efficiency
service providers, including environnmental auditors and

assessors, and nmake that catal og available to individuals and
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busi nesses in an up-to-date form
(d) Financial assistance.--

(1) The office shall establish and adm nister a grant
program or prograns to assist businesses in preparing and
i npl enmenting strategies for reducing pollution, energy use
and waste at its source in accordance with the act of
Decenber 19, 1996 (P.L.1478, No.190), entitled "An act
relating to the recycling and reuse of waste tires; providing
for the proper disposal of waste tires and the cl eanup of
stockpiled tires; authorizing investnment tax credits for
utilizing waste tires; providing remediation grants for the
cl eanup of tire piles and for pollution prevention progranms
for small business and househol ds; establishing the Smal
Busi ness and Househol d Pol | ution Prevention Program and
managenent standards for small business hazardous waste;
provi ding for a househol d hazardous waste program and for
grant prograns; naking appropriations; and nmaking repeals,”
or other appropriate funding source. A grant recipient shal
report to the departnent on the neasures adopted and the
per manent reductions achi eved.

(2) The office shall coordinate with the Departnent of
Community and Econom c Devel opnent on the adm nistration of
the Pollution Prevention Assistance Accounts provided for by
12 Pa.C.S. Ch. 23 (relating to small business first).

(e) Environnental Conpliance Report Card. --

(1) The departnent shall provide an Environnent al
Conpl i ance Report Card to the CGeneral Assenbly and the public
annual |y on conpliance by conpani es, individuals and | ocal
governments with departnent regulations in each of its major

program areas. The report shall identify the top five types
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of violations in each major program and outline the steps the
agency will take to reduce those violations in the future
t hrough education, enforcenent or other actions.
(2) The Environnental Conpliance Report Card shall cover
each cal endar year and shall be submtted at the tinme the
departnment submits its annual budget request.
Section 5. Rachel Carson Environnmental Excellence Award.

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established a Rachel
Carson Environnental Excellence Anard to be presented to those
i ndi vi dual s, busi nesses, local officials and nonprofit and ot her
organi zations that exenplify the highest commtnent to restoring
and protecting the environnment in this Comonweal t h.

(b) Categories.--The award shall recogni ze excellence in
resource protection, watershed stewardship, education and

outreach, |l and use and energy efficiency and other appropriate

areas of environnental achievenent.

Section # 6. Effective date. <—
This act shall take effect July 1, 2004, or inmediately,

whi chever is |ater.
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