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A RESOLUTI ON

Requesting that the Departnent of Environnmental Protection

i medi ately submt a formal request to the Environnental

Protection Agency to exenpt Pennsylvania fromthe |iquid

fuel s oxygen content requirenent provided under section

211(k) of the Clean Air Act; and further requesting that the

departnment i nmedi ately devel op, publish and inplenent a

response plan and/or regul ati ons pertaining to nethyl

tertiary butyl ether (MIBE) pollution incidents and prepare

and begin public presentations of an information program

regardi ng MIBE pol | ution of ground and surface waters.

WHEREAS, The Constitution of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
declares in part that the people have a right to clean air, pure
wat er and the preservation of the natural, scenic, historical
and esthetic values of the environnent; and

WHEREAS, The United States Environnmental Protection Agency in
a 1987 nmenorandum released in early 2000 by United States
Representati ve Bob Franks, cited the contam nation of water
supplies by MIBE in four unidentified states; and

WHEREAS, The 1987 nenorandum warned that MIBE' s "tendency to
separate from gasoline m xture into groundwater could |ead to

wi despread drinking water contam nation"; and
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WHEREAS, Rutgers University researchers on February 25, 2000,
announced their finding that MIBE cl early caused headaches, eye
irritation and fatigue in sonme people; and

WHEREAS, The C ean Air Act Anendnents of 1990 (Public Law
101-549, 42 U.S.C. § 7401 et seq.) designate areas in
Pennsyl vani a requiring the use of gasoline that has a 2% oxygen
content by weight; and

WHEREAS, Refiners, in order to neet this requirenent, blend
MIBE i nto gasoline marketed in specific areas of this
Commonweal th; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
request that the Departnment of Environnental Protection
i medi ately submt a formal request to the United States
Envi ronnmental Protection Agency to exenpt Pennsylvania fromthe
liquid fuel s oxygen content requirenment provided under section
211(k) of the Clean Air Act (Public Law 101-549, 42 U S.C. 8§
7401 et seq.); and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Senate of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
request that the Departnment of Environnental Protection
i mredi ately prepare, adopt and publish a fornmal response plan
and/ or regul ati ons addressi ng MIBE pol |l ution incidents; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the Senate of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
request that the Departnment of Environnental Protection
i mredi ately prepare a public information program about MIBE, the
extent and | ocation of pollution occurrences involving it, its
known and suspected effects on humans and the departnent's
protocol for processing, resolving and renedi ating such

occurrences.
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