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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1538 %%

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, COSTA, TARTAGLI ONE, LEMMOND, O PAKE
KI TCHEN, RHOADES AND KASUNI C, OCTOBER 15, 2002

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, OCTOBER 15, 2002
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AN ACT
Providing for diabetes training of designated school enployees;
requiring diabetes health care plans for students with

di abetes; and providing for required care and for independent

nonitoring and treatnent.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Students with
Di abetes Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Di abetes care provider." A school enployee trained in
accordance with section 3.

"School." A primary or secondary public or private school

| ocated in this Comonweal t h.

"School enpl oyee."” A person enployed by a public school
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district or private school, a person enployed by a | ocal health
departnment who is assigned to a public or private school or a
subcontractor designated for this function, regardl ess of

whet her the enpl oyee is a nedical professional.

Section 3. Training of designated school enployees.

(a) CGuidelines to be devel oped.--The State Board of Nursing,
wor ki ng in cooperation with the Departnment of Health, Departnment
of Education, Anerican D abetes Association and American
Associ ation of Di abetes Educators, shall devel op guidelines for
the trai ning of school enployees in the care needed for students
wi th di abetes. Training guidelines shall include instruction in:

(1) The adm nistration of glucagon and insulin and the
recordi ng of results.

(2) Understandi ng physician instructions concerning drug
dosage, frequency and the manner of adm nistration.

(3) Recognition and treatnment of hypogl ycem a and
hyper gl ycem a.

(4) Reconmended schedul es and food intake for neals and
snacks, the effect of exercise upon blood glucose |evels and
actions to be inplenented in the case of schedul e disruption.

(5) Performance of finger-stick blood glucose testing,
ket one testing and recording of results therefrom

(6) Understanding the appropriate actions to take when
bl ood gl ucose | evels are outside the target ranges indicated
by a physician's order for or health care plan of a student.

(7) Understanding that individual accommobdati ons must be
made for a student with diabetes to be nedically safe at
school and have the sanme access to educational opportunities
as avail able to other students.

(b) Duties of schools.--
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(1) Each school district or private school shall provide
the training outlined in subsection (a) to a mninmmof three
school enpl oyees at each school attended by a student with
di abet es.

(2) Each school district and private school shal
provide training in the recognition and treatnent of
hypogl ycem a and hyperglycema to all bus drivers responsible
for the transportation of a student with di abetes when a
di abet es care provider is not present.

(3) The training outlined in subsection (a) shall be
provi ded by a health care professional with expertise in
di abetes. Such training shall take place prior to the
commencenent of each school year at every school attended by
one or nore students with diabetes or as needed when a
student with diabetes is newy enrolled at a school or a
student is newy diagnosed with di abetes.

Section 4. Diabetes health care plan.

Each student with di abetes who seeks di abetes care while at
school shall submt to the school a diabetes health care plan
devel oped by the student's fam |y and personal health care team
that sets out the health services needed by the students and is
signed by the student's health care team This plan should be
submtted and reviewed by the school prior to the begi nning of
each school year or upon the enrollnment of a student with
di abetes or the diagnosis of a student with di abetes.

Section 5. Required care.

(a) General duties.--In accordance with the student's
di abetes health care plan, diabetes care providers shall be able
to performfunctions, including, but not limted to:

(1) Responding to blood glucose |evels that are outside
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of the student's target range.
(2) Adm nistering glucagon.
(3) Admnistering insulin or assisting a student in

adm nistering insulin through the insulin delivery systemthe

student uses.

(4) Performng and recordi ng bl ood glucose testing and
ket one testing or assisting a student with such testing.
(5) Follow ng instructions regarding neals, snacks and
physi cal educati on.
Students with di abetes shall have the right of access to
di abet es supplies and equi pnent at all tinmes while at school.

(b) Periods when duties are to be perforned.--A diabetes
care provider shall be onsite and available to provide care to
each student with diabetes as set forth in subsection (a) during
regul ar school hours, school -sponsored before-school and after-
school care prograns, field trips and extracurricular activities
and on buses when the bus driver has not conpleted the necessary
trai ni ng.

(c) School choice.--A diabetes care provider shall be
provi ded at each school where a student with diabetes is
enroll ed and a student's school choice shall in no way be
restricted because the student has di abetes.

(d) Construction.--The activities set forth in subsection
(a) shall not be construed to constitute the practice of nursing
and shall be exenpted fromall applicable statutory and/or
regul atory provisions that restrict what activities can be
del egated to a person who is not a licensed nedical
pr of essi onal .

Section 6. Independent nonitoring and treatnent.

Upon witten request of the parent or guardi an and
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aut hori zation by the student's health care teamin the diabetes
health care plan, a student with diabetes shall be permtted to
perform bl ood gl ucose tests, adm nister insulin through the
insulin delivery systemthe student uses, treat hypoglycem a and
hyper gl ycem a and otherwi se attend to the care and nanagenent of
the student's diabetes in the classroom in any area of the
school or school grounds and at any school -related activity and

to possess on his person at all tinme all necessary supplies and
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equi pnent to performthese nonitoring and treatnent functions.
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Section 7. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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