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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 340 %5

| NTRODUCED BY BI RMELIN, LEWS, CALTAG RONE, M COHEN, ROHRER,
SAYLOR, SHANER, SOLOBAY, TIGUE, WLT, YOUNGBLOOD AND
WASHI NGTON, JANUARY 31, 2001

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
OCTOBER 23, 2001
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AN ACT
Establi shing the Privately Enpl oyed Agents Training and
Certification Program regulating privately enployed agents;
and providing for powers and duties of the Comm ssioner of
t he Pennsyl vania State Police.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Privately
Enpl oyed Agents Training and Certification Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmi ssioner.” The Conm ssioner of the Pennsylvania State
Pol i ce.
"Privately enployed agent."” A privately enpl oyed agent as

defined in section 3 of the act of Cctober 10, 1974 (P.L. 705,
No. 235), known as the Lethal Wapons Training Act.
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"Program " The Privately Enployed Agents Training and
Certification Program established by this act.
Section 3. Establishnent of program
The Privately Enployed Agents Training and Certification
Programis hereby established. The conm ssioner shall adm nister
the programfor the training and certification of privately
enpl oyed agents within this Comonweal th in accordance with this
act. To the extent practicable, the conm ssioner shall utilize
the training resources of the Municipal Police Oficers'
Educati on and Trai ning Program established under 53 Pa.C. S. Ch.
21 Subch. D (relating to nunicipal police education and
training) as well as the training resources available to the
conmi ssioner in the adm nistration of the act of Cctober 10,
1974 (P.L.705, No.235), known as the Lethal Wapons Training
Act, including, but not limted to, courses and course
materials, instructors and other staff and training facilities.
Section 4. Participation in program
Participation in the programby privately enpl oyed agents
shall be voluntary.
Section 5. Application to enroll in program
(a) Eligibility.--In order to enroll in the program a
privately enpl oyed agent nust apply to the comm ssioner and
must :
(1) Be 18 years of age or ol der.
(2) Meet all relevant requirenents of the act of August
21, 1953 (P.L.1273, No.361), known as The Private Detective
Act of 1953.
(3) Possess valid CPR certification issued by the
Anerican Red Cross, the Anmerican Heart Association, the

Department of Health or other agency approved by the
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1 Depart nent of Health.

2 (4) Not have been convicted of or pleaded guilty or nolo
3 contendere to a felony, crine of violence or drug-related

4 of f ense.

5 (5) Be of good noral character

6 (b) Form--The conm ssioner shall determine the formof the
7 application, which shall include:

8 (1) The full nane, age, residence and present and

9 previ ous occupations of the applicant.

10 (2) Evidence that fingerprints of the applicant have

11 been exam ned by the Pennsylvania State Police or the Federal
12 Bureau of Investigation within the three nonths i mredi ately
13 precedi ng subm ssion of the application and that the person
14 has not been convicted of or has not pleaded guilty or nolo
15 contendere to a felony, crine of violence or drug-related

16 of f ense.

17 (3) Proof that the applicant is 18 years of age or

18 ol der.

19 (4) Proof that the applicant has nmet all rel evant
20 requi renents of the act of August 21, 1953 (P.L.1273,
21 No. 361), known as The Private Detective Act of 1953.
22 (5) Proof that the applicant possesses valid CPR
23 certification issued by the Anerican Red Cross, the Anmerican
24 Heart Associ ation, the Departnent of Health or other agency
25 approved by the Departnent of Health.
26 (6) Any other information the conm ssioner deens
27 necessary to determne the applicant's eligibility to enrol
28 in the program
29 (c) Enrollnment.--After the application has been processed

30 and if the comm ssioner determ nes that the applicant neets al
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of the eligibility requirenments of this section, the applicant
shall be enrolled in the program
Section 6. Training.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The comm ssioner shall adm nister the
m ni mum cour ses of study necessary for privately enpl oyed agent
certification. The training curriculumshall include 40 hours of
instruction in any or all of the follow ng areas:

(1) Pennsylvania crimnal |aw

(2) Pennsylvania Rules of Crimnal Procedure.

(3) Handling violent and danger ous persons.

(4) Custody.

(5) Patrol procedures and operations.

(6) Traffic control.

(7) Ethics.

(8) Crinme scene preservation.

(9) Report witing.

(10) Legal authority.

(11) CULTURAL DI VERSI TY. <—
(12) EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE

5 (13) Any ot her area deenmed necessary by the <—

conmi ssi oner .

(b) Course content.--The conmm ssioner shall determ ne the
course content of and hours of instruction required in each area
listed in subsection (a).

(c) Exam nations.--Exam nations provided by the conm ssioner
shall be used to determ ne successful conpletion of the
requi renents of the courses listed in subsection (a).

(d) Waiver of weapons training.--The weapons training
requi renents set forth in subsection (a)(3) shall be waived for

any privately enployed agent who possesses a valid certificate
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i ndicating that the agent has satisfactorily conpleted an
education and training programin the handling of |ethal weapons
establ i shed in accordance with the act of October 10, 1974
(P.L.705, No.235), known as the Lethal Wapons Training Act, OR
HAS A VALI D CERTI FI CATE UNDER 42 PA.C.S. CH 29 (RELATING TO
OFFI CERS SERVI NG PROCESS AND ENFORCI NG ORDERS)

Section 7. Certification.

(a) GCeneral rule.--A privately enpl oyed agent who
successfully conpl etes the courses of instruction described in
section 5 shall be known as a certified privately enpl oyed
agent .

(b) Exception.--A privately enpl oyed agent who has
successfully conpl eted the basic training course of the
Muni ci pal Police Oficers' Education and Training Program and
possess a current, valid certificate issued under 53 Pa.C. S. Ch.
21 Subch. D (relating to nunicipal police education and
training) shall not be required to conplete the courses of
instruction described in section 5 in order to attain the status
of certified privately enpl oyed agent.

(c) Duration and renewal .--Certification shall be for a
period of five years. The conmm ssioner shall prescribe the
manner in which certification may be renewed, and may charge a
nom nal renewal fee therefor
Section 8. Costs of training.

Tuition and other costs of training shall be borne by the
privately enpl oyed agent or the agent's sponsoring enpl oyer.
Section 9. Powers and duties of conmm ssioner.

The powers and duties of the comm ssioner shall be as
fol | ows:

(1) To establish an enroll nent application fee.
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(2) To revoke the enroll nent application of any
privately enpl oyed agent who does not neet the application
requi renents set forth in section 5.

(3) To determ ne reasonable tuition and fees for
training and certification.

(4) To certify privately enployed agents who
successfully conplete the courses of instruction described in

section 5 and to issue appropriate certificates.
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(5) To make such rules and regulations and to perform
10 such other duties as nay be reasonably necessary or

11 appropriate to inplenment the program

12 Section 10. Unlawful activity.

13 It shall be unlawful for any individual to hold hinself out
14 as being a certified privately enployed agent unless the

15 individual holds a current valid certificate issued by the

16 conm ssioner in accordance with this act.

17 Section 11. Effective date.

18 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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