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AN ACT
Est abl i shing the Governor's Council On Drug and Al cohol Abuse;

i mposing duties on the council to devel op and coordi nate the

i npl enentati on of a conprehensive health, education and

rehabilitation programfor the prevention and treatnent of

drug and al cohol abuse and drug and al cohol dependence;

provi ding for emergency nedical treatnment; providing for

treatment and rehabilitation alternatives to the crimnal

process for drug and al cohol dependence; and nmaki ng repeal s.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short Title.--This act shall be known and may be
cited as the "Pennsylvania Drug and Al cohol Abuse Control Act."

Section 2. Definitions:

(a) The definitions contained and used in the Controlled
Subst ance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic Act shall also apply for
t he purposes of this act.

(b) As used in this act:

"Controll ed substance" neans a drug, substance, or imredi ate
precursor in Schedules | through V of the Controll ed Substance,
Drug, Device and Cosnetic Act.

"Council" nmeans the Governor's Council On Drug and Al cohol
Abuse established by this act.

"Court" nmeans all courts of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a,
i ncludi ng magi strates and justices of the peace.

"Director"” neans the Executive Director of the CGovernor's
Council On Drug and Al cohol Abuse.

"Drug" nmeans (i) substances recognized in the official United
St at es Pharmacopeia, or official National Fornulary, or any
suppl enent to either of them and (ii) substances intended for

use in the diagnosis, cure, mtigation, treatnment or prevention

of disease in man or other animals; and (iii) substances (other
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than food) intended to affect the structure or any function of
t he body of man or other animals; and (iv) substances intended
for use as a conponent of any article specified in clause (i),
(1i) or (iii), but not including devices or their conmponents,
parts or accessori es.

"Drug abuser” neans any person who uses any controlled
subst ance under circunstances that constitute a violation of the
I aw.

"Drug dependent person” means a person who is using a drug,
control |l ed substance or alcohol, and who is in a state of
psychi c or physical dependence, or both, arising from
adm ni stration of that drug, controlled substance or al cohol on
a continuing basis. Such dependence is characterized by
behavi oral and ot her responses which include a strong conpul sion
to take the drug, controlled substance or al cohol on a
continuous basis in order to experience its psychic effects, or
to avoid the disconfort of its absence. This definition shal
i ncl ude those persons commonly known as "drug addicts.”

"Emer gency nedi cal services" includes all appropriate short
termservices for the acute effects of abuse and dependence
which: (i) are available twenty-four hours a day; (ii) are
community based and | ocated so as to be quickly and easily
accessible to patients; (iii) are affiliated with and constitute
an integral (but not necessarily physical) part of the general
medi cal services of a general hospital; and (iv) provide drug
and al cohol w thdrawal and other appropriate nedical care and
treatment, medical exam nation, diagnosis, and classification
with respect to possible dependence, and referral for other
treatment and rehabilitation.

"Governnent attorney" means an attorney authorized to

19710H0850B2697 - 2 -



represent the Commonweal th or any political subdivision in any
judicial proceeding within the scope of this act.

"I npatient services" includes all treatnment and
rehabilitation services for drug and al cohol abuse and
dependence provided for a resident patient while he spends ful
time in atreatnent institution including but not limted to a
hospital, rehabilitative center, residential facility, hostel or
foster hone.

"Qut patient services" nmeans all treatnment and rehabilitation
services, including but not limted to nedical, psychol ogical,
vocational and social rehabilitational services, for drug and
al cohol abuse and dependence provided while the patient is not a
resident of a treatment institution.

"Prevention and treatnent” neans all appropriate forns of
educational prograns and services (including but not limted to
radio, television, filns, books, panphlets, |ectures, adult
education and school courses); planning, coordinating,
statistical, research, training, evaluation, reporting,
classification, and other admi nistrative, scientific or
techni cal programs or services; and screening, diagnosis,
treatment (energency nedical services, inpatient services,

i nternedi ate care and out patient services), vocational
rehabilitation, job training and referral, and other
rehabilitation progranms or services.

"State plan" means the master State plan for the control,
prevention, treatnment, rehabilitation, research, education and
trai ning aspects of drug and al cohol abuse and dependence
probl ens.

"Wl fare assistance"” nmeans "assistance" as defined in section

402 of the Public Welfare Code and "State Blind Pension" as
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defined by section 502 of the Public Wl fare Code.

Section 3. Council Established.--(a) There is hereby
established a Governor's Council On Drug and Al cohol Abuse which
shal | devel op, adopt and coordinate the inplenentation of a
conprehensi ve health, education and rehabilitation programfor
the prevention and treatnent of drug and al cohol abuse and
dependence.

(b) The council shall be conposed of the Governor, who shal
serve as chairman of the council, and six other nenbers at | east
four of whom shall be public nmenbers who shall be appointed by
t he Governor and who shall have substantial training or
experience in the fields of drug or al cohol education,
rehabilitation, treatnment or enforcenent. Oficers and enpl oyes
of the Commonweal th may be appoi nted as nenbers of the council.
Each menber of the council, who is not otherw se an officer or
enpl oye of the Comonweal th, when actually engaged in official
nmeetings or otherwise in the performance of his official duties
as directed by the chairman, shall receive rei nbursenent for
expenses incurred and per diem conpensation at a rate to be set
by the Executive Board.

(c) A nmjority of the nmenbers shall constitute a quorum for
t he purpose of conducting the business of the council, and
exercising all of its powers. A vote of the mpjority of the
menbers present shall be sufficient for all actions of the
counci | .

(d) The council shall have the power to prescribe, anend and
repeal byl aws, rules and regul ati ons governing the nmanner in
whi ch t he business of the body is conducted and the manner in
whi ch the powers granted to it are exercised.

(e) The council shall del egate supervision of the
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adm ni stration of council activities to an Executive Director
and such ot her enployes as the chairman shall appoint. Al

enpl oyes shall possess adequate qualifications and conpetence.
Sonme enpl oyes nmay have been drug and al coholic abusers or drug
dependent persons. Prior crimnal convictions shall not be a bar
to such enploynment. Responsibilities of the council may be

del egated to the Executive Director or other designated staff
menbers. Further, the Executive Director may, with the approva
of the council, enploy personnel or consultants necessary in
coordinating the formul ation, inplenentation and eval uati on of
the State plan and in carrying out the council's

responsi bilities under this act.

Section 4. Council's Powers and Responsibilities.--(a) The
council shall devel op and adopt a State plan for the control,
prevention, treatnment, rehabilitation, research, education, and
trai ning aspects of drug and al cohol abuse and dependence
probl enms. The State plan shall include, but not be limted to,
provi sion for:

(1) Coordination of the efforts of all State agencies in the
control, prevention, treatnment, rehabilitation, research
education, and training aspects of drug and al cohol abuse and
dependence problens. It shall allocate functional responsibility
for these aspects of the drug and al cohol abuse and dependence
probl ens anong the various State agencies so as to avoid
dupl i cations and inconsistencies in the efforts of the agencies.

(2) Coordination of all health and rehabilitation efforts to
deal with the problem of drug and al cohol abuse and dependence,
including, but not limted to, those relating to vocati onal
rehabilitation, manpower devel opnent and training, senior

citizens, |aw enforcenent assistance, parole and probation
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systens, jails and prisons, health research facilities, nental
retardation facilities and conmunity nmental health centers,
juvenil e delinquency, health professions, educational

assi stance, hospital and nedical facilities, social security,
community heal th services, education professions devel opnent,

hi gher educati on, Conmonweal th enpl oyes health benefits,
econoni ¢ opportunity, conprehensive health planning, elenentary
and secondary education, highway safety and the civil service

| aws.

(3) Encouragenent of the formation of |ocal agencies and
| ocal coordinating councils, and pronotion of cooperation, and
coordi nati on anong such groups, and encouragenent of
comuni cation of ideas and recommendati ons from such groups to
t he council .

(4) Devel opnment of nodel drug and al cohol abuse and
dependence control plans for |ocal governnent, utilizing the
concepts incorporated in the State plan. The nodel plans shal
be reviewed on a periodic basis but not |ess than once a year,
and revised to keep themcurrent. They shall specify how all
types of comunity resources and existing Federal and
Commonweal th | egislation nmay be utilized.

(5) Assistance and consultation to |ocal governnments, public
and private agencies, institutions, and organi zations, and
i ndividuals with respect to the prevention and treatnent of drug
and al cohol abuse and dependence, including coordination of
prograns anong them

(6) Cooperation with organi zed nmedicine to di ssem nate
medi cal guidelines for the use of drugs and controlled
substances in medical practice.

(7) Coordination of research, scientific investigations,

19710H0850B2697 - 6 -
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experinments, and studies relating to the cause, epidem ol ogy,
soci ol ogi cal aspects, toxicology, pharmacol ogy, chem stry,
effects on health, dangers to public health, prevention,

di agnosis and treatnent of drug and al cohol abuse and
dependence.

(8) Investigation of nmethods for the nore precise detection
and determ nati on of al cohol and controlled substances in urine
and bl ood sanpl es, and by ot her neans, and publication on a
current basis of uniform nethodol ogy for such detections and
det ermi nati ons.

Any information obtained through scientific investigation or
research conducted pursuant to this act shall be used in ways so
that no nane or identifying characteristics of any person shal
be divul ged without the approval of the council and the consent
of the person concerned. Persons engaged in research pursuant to
this section shall protect the privacy of individuals who are
t he subj ect of such research by wi thholding fromall persons not
connected with the conduct of such research the nanes or other
identifying characteristics of such individuals. Persons engaged
in such research shall protect the privacy of such individuals
and may not be conpelled in any Federal, State, civil, crimnal,
adm ni strative, legislative, or other proceeding to identify
such indivi dual s.

(9) Establishnent of training prograns for professional and
nonpr of essi onal personnel with respect to drug and al cohol abuse
and dependence, including the encouragenent of such prograns by
| ocal governnents.

(10) Devel opnment of a nodel curriculum including the
provi sion of relevant data and other information, for

utilization by elenentary and secondary schools for instructing
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children, and for parent-teachers' associations, adult education
centers, private citizen groups, or other State and | ocal
sources, for instruction of parents and other adults, about drug
and al cohol abuse and dependence.

(11) Preparation of a broad variety of educational materi al
for use in all nedia, to reach all segnments of the population,
that can be utilized by public and private agencies,
institutions, and organi zations in educational prograns wth
respect to drug and al cohol abuse and dependence.

(12) Establishment of educational courses, including the
provi sion of relevant data and other information, on the causes
and effects of, and treatnent for, drug and al cohol abuse and
dependence, for |aw enforcenent officials (including prosecuting
attorneys, court personnel, the judiciary, probation and parole
of ficers, correctional officers and other |aw enforcenent
personnel ), welfare, vocational rehabilitation, and other State
and |l ocal officials who conme in contact with drug abuse and
dependence probl emns.

(13) Recruitnment, training, organization and enpl oynent of
pr of essi onal and ot her persons, including fornmer drug and
al cohol abusers and dependent persons, to organi ze and
participate in progranms of public education.

(14) Treatnment and rehabilitation services for male and
femal e juveniles and adults who are charged with, convicted of,
or serving a crimnal sentence for any crimnal offense under
the Iaw of this Commonweal th. Provision of simlar services
shall be made for juveniles adjudged to be delinquent, dependent
or neglected. These services shall include but are not limted
to: (i) emergency nedical services; (ii) inpatient services; and

(ti1) internediate care, rehabilitative and outpatient services.
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The State plan shall give priority to devel oping community
based drug or al cohol abuse treatnent services in a cooperative
manner anong State and | ocal governnmental agencies and
departnments and public and private agencies, institutions and
or gani zati ons. Consideration shall be given to supportive
medi cal care, services, or residential facilities for drug or
al cohol dependent persons for whomtreatnent has repeatedly
fail ed and for whomrecovery is unlikely.

The counci| shall develop as part of the State plan and
require the establishnment of a system of energency nedi cal
services for persons voluntarily seeking treatnment, for persons
admtted and commtted pursuant to the provisions of section 5
of this act, and for persons charged with a crine under
Pennsyl vani a | aw. Upon the establishnment of such energency
nmedi cal services, the council, by regulation, shall require that
appropri ate emergency nedi cal services be nmade available to al
drug and al cohol abusers who are arrested for a crine under
Pennsyl vani a | aw.

The State plan shall further provide standards for the
approval by the relevant State agency for all private and public
treatment and rehabilitative facilities, which may include but
are not limted to State hospitals and institutions, public and
private general hospitals, conmunity nmental health centers or
their contracting agencies, and public and private drug or
al cohol dependence and drug and al cohol abuse and dependence
treatnment and rehabilitation centers.

(15) Gants and contracts fromthe appropriate State
department or agency for the prevention and treatnent of drug
and al cohol dependence. The grants and contracts may i ncl ude

assi stance to | ocal governnments and public and private agenci es,
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institutions, and organi zations for prevention, treatnent,
rehabilitation, research, education and training aspects of the
drug and al cohol abuse and dependence problens with the
Commonweal th. Any grant made or contract entered into by a
departnment or agency shall be pursuant to the functions

all ocated to that departnment or agency by the State plan.

(16) Preparation of general regulations for, and operation
of , prograns supported with assistance under this act.

(17) Establishment of priorities for deciding allocation of
t he funds under this act.

(18) Review the adm nistration and operation of prograns
under this act, including the effectiveness of such progranms in
neeti ng the purposes for which they are established and
operat ed, and nake annual reports of its findings.

(19) Evaluate the prograns and projects carried out under
this act and dissem nate the results of such eval uations.

(20) Establish such advisory comrittees as the council may
deem necessary to assist the council in fulfilling its
responsi bilities under this act.

(b) In developing the State plan initially, and prior to its
anmendnent annual |y, the council shall hold a public hearing at
| east thirty days prior to the adoption of the initial State
pl an and subsequent anmendnents and shall afford thereby al
i nterested persons an opportunity to present their views thereon
either orally or in witing. The council, through its Executive
Director and staff, shall consult and coll aborate with
appropriate Federal and State and | ocal departnents, boards,
agenci es and governnental units, and with appropriate public and
private agencies, institutions, groups and organi zati ons.

O herwi se the promnul gation of the State plan shall conformto
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t he procedure contained in the Comopnweal t h Docunents Law.

(c) The council in accordance with the State plan shal
all ocate the responsibility for all services, progranms and ot her
efforts provided for therein anong the appropriate departnents,
agenci es and other State personnel. The council, through its
Executive Director and ot her enployes, shall have the power and
its duty shall be to inplenment conpliance with the provisions of
the State plan and to coordinate all such efforts.

(d) The council shall submt a witten report of the State
plan to the General Assenbly as soon as practicable, but not
| ater than one year after the effective date of this act.

(e) The council shall gather and publish statistics
pertaining to drug and al cohol abuse and dependence and
pronmul gate regul ations, with the approval of the chairman,
speci fying uniformstatistics to be obtained, records to be
mai nt ai ned and reports to be submtted, by public and private
departnments, agencies, organizations, practitioners, and other
persons with respect to drug and al cohol abuse and dependence,
and rel ated problens. Such statistics and reports shall not
reveal the identity of any patient or drug or al cohol dependent
person or other confidential informtion.

(f) The council shall establish an information center, which
will attenpt to gather and contain all avail able published and
unpubl i shed data and information on the problens of drug and
al cohol abuse and dependence. Al Commonweal t h departnents and
agencies shall send to the council any data and information
pertinent to the cause, prevention, diagnosis and treatnent of
drug and al cohol abuse and dependence, and the toxicol ogy,
phar macol ogy, effects on the health of drug and al cohol abusers

and danger to the public health of alcohol, drugs and controll ed
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subst ances, and the council shall nake such data and information
wi del y avai |l abl e.

(g) To facilitate the effectuation of the purposes of this
act, the council, through its Executive Director, shall require
all appropriate |ocal and State departnents, agencies,
institutions and others engaged in inplenenting the State plan
to submt as often as necessary, but no |less often than
annual ly, reports detailing the activities and effects of the
efforts of the aforenmenti oned and recommendi ng appropri ate
anmendnents to the State plan. The Executive Director may direct
at his discretion a performance audit of any activity engaged in
pursuant to the State plan.

(h) The council shall submt an annual report to the Ceneral
Assenbly which shall specify the actions taken and services
provi ded and funds expended under each provision of this act and
an evaluation of their effectiveness, and which shall contain
the current State plan. The council shall submt such additional
reports as may be requested by the General Assenbly and such
recommendations as will further the prevention, treatnent, and
control of drug and al cohol abuse and dependence.

(i) The council shall make provision for facilities in each
city or region or catchnent area which shall provide infornmation
about the total Commonweal th drug and al cohol abuse and drug and
al cohol dependency prograns and services.

(j) The council may, for the authentication of its records,
process and proceedi ngs, adopt, keep and use a conmon seal of
whi ch seal judicial notice shall be taken in all courts of this
Commonweal th and any process, wit, notice or other docunent,
whi ch the council may be authorized by law to issue, shall be

deened sufficient if signed by the chairman or secretary of the
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council and authenticated by such seal. Al acts, proceedings,
orders, papers, findings, mnutes and records of the council and
all reports and docunments filed with the council, my be proved
in any court of this Comonweal th by a copy thereof certified to
by the chairman or secretary of the council with the seal of the
counci| attached.

Section 5. Adm ssions and Conmmtnents. --Adm ssions and
commtnments to treatnment facilities nmay be made according to the
procedural adm ssion and conm tnent provisions of the act of
Cct ober 20, 1966 (P.L.96), known as the "Mental Health and
Ment al Retardation Act of 1966."

Section 6. Drug or Al cohol Abuse Services in Correctional
Institutions, Juvenile Detention Facilities and on Probation and
Parol e.--(a) The services established by this act shall be used
by the Departnment of Justice and the Departnment of Public
Wel fare for drug and al cohol abusers or drug and al cohol
dependent offenders, including juveniles, placed on work
rel ease, probation, parole, or other conditional release. The
council shall coordinate the devel opnent of and encourage State
and appropriate | ocal agencies and departnents including the
Bureau of Correction and Board of Probation and Parol e, pursuant
to the State plan, to establish conmmunity based drug and al cohol
abuse treatnment services and of drug and al cohol abuse treat nent
services in State and county correctional institutions.

Medi cal detoxification and treatnment shall be provided for
persons physically dependent upon al cohol or controlled
substances at correctional institutions and juvenile detention
facilities or in available appropriate nedical facilities.

(b) The conditional release of any drug or al cohol abuser or

drug or al cohol dependent person convicted of any Commonweal th

19710H0850B2697 - 13 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

of fense may be conditioned on the person's agreenent to periodic
urinal ysis or other reasonabl e neans of detecting controlled
subst ances or al cohol within the body.

(c) The Bureau of Correction and Board of Probation and
Parol e and appropriate | ocal agencies may transfer an of fender
pl aced on conditional release fromone treatnent service to
anot her dependi ng upon his response to treatnment. The deci sion
whether to retain or to restrict or to revoke probation or
parol e or other conditional release after failure to conformto
a schedule for rehabilitation shall be nade on the basis of what
is nmost consistent with both the rehabilitation of the
i ndi vidual and the safety of the community. All reasonable
nmet hods of treatnent shall be used to prevent relapses and to
pronote rehabilitation. The council shall provide periodic
reports and recommendations to the Bureau of Correction and
Board of Probation and Parole and appropriate | ocal agencies on
persons being treated pursuant to this section.

Section 7. Retention of Cvil R ghts and Liberties.--A
person receiving care or treatnment under the provisions of this
act shall retain all of his civil rights and |iberties except as
provi ded by | aw.

Section 8. Confidentiality of Records.--(a) A conplete
nmedi cal , social, occupational, and famly history shall be
obtai ned as part of the diagnosis, classification and treatnent
of a patient pursuant to this act. Copies of all pertinent
records from ot her agencies, practitioners, institutions, and
nmedi cal facilities shall be obtained in order to develop a
conpl ete and pernanent confidential personal history for
pur poses of the patient's treatnent.

(b) Al patient records (including all records relating to
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any comm tnent proceedi ng) prepared or obtained pursuant to this
act, and all information contained therein, shall remain
confidential, and may be disclosed only with the patient's
consent and only (i) to medical personnel exclusively for

pur poses of diagnosis and treatnent of the patient or (ii) to
government or other officials exclusively for the purpose of
obtai ning benefits due the patient as a result of his drug or
al cohol abuse or drug or al cohol dependence except that in
energency nedical situations where the patient's life is in

i mredi ate jeopardy, patient records may be rel eased w thout the
patient's consent to proper nedical authorities solely for the
pur pose of providing nedical treatnment to the patient.

Di scl osure may be made for purposes unrelated to such treatnent
or benefits only upon an order of a court of conmon pleas after
appl i cation showi ng good cause therefor. In determ ning whet her
there is good cause for disclosure, the court shall weigh the
need for the information sought to be disclosed against the
possi bl e harm of disclosure to the person to whom such
information pertains, the physician-patient relationship, and
to the treatnent services, and may condition disclosure of the
i nformati on upon any appropriate safeguards. No such records or
information may be used to initiate or substantiate crim nal
charges agai nst a patient under any circunstances.

(c) Al patient records and all information contained
therein relating to drug or al cohol abuse or drug or al cohol
dependence prepared or obtained by a private practitioner,
hospital, clinic, drug rehabilitation or drug treatnent center
shall remain confidential and may be disclosed only with the
patient's consent and only (i) to nedical personnel exclusively

for purposes of diagnosis and treatnment of the patient or (ii)
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to governnment or other officials exclusively for the purpose of
obtai ning benefits due the patient as a result of his drug or

al cohol abuse or drug or al cohol dependence except that in
energency nedical situations where the patient's life is in

i mredi ate jeopardy, patient records may be rel eased w thout the
patient's consent to proper nedical authorities solely for the
pur pose of providing nedical treatnment to the patient.

Section 9. Wl fare.--(a) Drug and al cohol abuse and
dependence shall, for the purpose of all State welfare prograns
be regarded as a major health and econom c probl em

(b) State agencies charged with adm nistering such welfare
prograns shall take action to reduce the incidence of financial
i ndigency and fam |y disintegration caused by drug and al cohol
abuse and dependence, and treatnment and rehabilitation services
shall be provided for those persons enrolled in welfare prograns
whose financial eligibility for such assistance results, in part
or in whole, fromdrug and al cohol dependence.

(c) Persons otherwise eligible for such wel fare assi stance
shall not be ineligible for such assistance because of drug and
al cohol abuse and dependence unl ess they refuse to accept
avai l abl e treatnment and rehabilitation services. Any person
whose financial eligibility for such assistance results in whole
or in part, fromdrug and al cohol abuse or dependence shall be
provi ded appropriate treatnment and rehabilitation services. Upon
recei pt of substantial evidence of such al cohol or drug
dependency or abuse, the Departnment of Public Wl fare shal
refer said welfare recipient to the nental health-nental
retardation programof the recipient's catchnent area or to any
ot her approved treatnment program which shall provide an

appropriate exam nation. Treatnent and rehabilitation services
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will be deened to be necessary and will be considered to be
avai |l abl e upon a certification by the adm nistrator of the
community nental health-nmental retardation programfor the
catchnent area in which the recipient resides that: (i) the
recipient's financial eligibility for such assistance results in
whol e or in part fromdrug or al cohol abuse or dependence, (ii)
the services will nore |likely than not be appropriate for the
recipient, and (iii) the services can acconmpdate the recipient.
After such certification, participation by the recipient in the
avai |l abl e program shall be a requirenent for continuing
eligibility for such assistance, in the absence of good cause
for nonparticipation.

(d) Any recipient of welfare assistance whose inability to
work or to participate in a work training programis the result
of drug and al cohol abuse or dependence shall be excused from
such participation only on condition that he accept appropriate
treatment and rehabilitation services nade available to him and
continue to participate until discharged by the director in
charge of his program Wthdrawal from such programprior to
proper discharge shall constitute reason to discontinue welfare
assi st ance.

Section 10. GCeneral.--Drug and al cohol abuse or dependence
shall be regarded as a health problem sickness, physical and
mental illness, disease, disability, or simlar term for
purposes of all legislation relating to health, welfare, and
rehabilitation progranms, services, funds and other benefits.

Section 11. Admission to Private and Public Hospitals.--Drug
and al cohol abusers and drug and al cohol dependent persons shal
be admtted to and treated in appropriate facilities of private

and public hospitals on the basis of nedical need and shall not
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be discrim nated agai nst because of their drug or al cohol abuse
or dependence.

Section 12. Consent of M nor.--Notw thstandi ng any ot her
provi sions of law, a mnor who suffers fromthe use of a
controlled or harnful substance may give consent to furnishing
of nmedical care or counseling related to diagnosis or treatnent.
The consent of the parents or |egal guardian of the m nor shal
not be necessary to authorize nedical care or counseling rel ated
to such diagnosis or treatnent. The consent of the mnor shal
be valid and binding as if the mnor had achieved his majority.
Such consent shall not be voi dabl e nor subject to later
di saffi rmance because of minority. Any physician or any agency
or organi zation operating a drug abuse program who provides
counseling to a m nor who uses any controlled or harnful
substance may, but shall not be obligated to informthe parents
or | egal guardian of any such mnor as to the treatnent given or
needed.

Section 13. Financial Obligations.--Except for mnors, al
persons receiving treatnment under this act shall be subject to
the provisions of Article V of the act of Cctober 20, 1966
(P.L.96), known as the "Mental Health and Mental Retardation Act
of 1966," in so far as it relates to liabilities and paynents
for services rendered by the Comonweal t h.

Section 14. Savings Provision.--The provisions of this act
shall not affect any act done, liability incurred, or right
accrued or vested, or affect any suit or prosecution pending to
enforce any right or penalty or punish any offense under the
authority of any act of Assenbly, or part thereof, repeal ed by
this act.

Section 15. Repeals.--(a) The followi ng acts and parts of
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1 act are repealed to the extent indicated:

2 (1) dause (4) of subsection (a) of section 616, act of

3 April 29, 1959 (P.L.58), known as "The Vehicle Code,"

4 absol utely.

5 (2) Except sections 1 and 4, the act of August 20, 1953
6 (P.L.1212), entitled "An act providing for the study of the
7 problenms of alcoholism the treatnent, conmm tnent,

8 rehabilitation and protection of persons addicted to the

9 excessive use of alcoholic beverages; conferring powers and
10 inposing duties upon the courts and the Departnent of Health;
11 and nmeki ng an appropriation,” absolutely.
12 (3) The act of January 14, 1952 (P.L.1868), entitled "An act
13 providing for treatnment and cure in designated State
14 institutions of persons habitually addicted to the use of
15 opiates, and for their adm ssion to and care therein and the
16 paynent of the cost thereof; and naking an appropriation,”
17 absolutely.
18 (b) Al other acts and parts of acts, general, |ocal and
19 special, are repealed in so far as they are inconsistent

20 herew th.
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